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Thematic Analysis

Name

Instructions

Every story has its own thematic point of view. Some stories have similar thematic views while others do not. Those that do not have similar views however, may sometimes be making the same points. Two such stories are, “The Man Who Was Almost a Man" and "Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” These two stories share a similar thematic experience. They are focused on two souls that are struggling with being in between, a feeling that every human being experiences most of the times. 
The former story is focused on a young man who struggles with being in between adulthood and childhood. He is almost a man. However, he is not yet one. On the other hand, the latter story is focused on a girl who struggles with the same choices and a feeling of being in between childhood and womanhood. The two are faced with different choices that are in between these two realms. Their reactions to each of their choices shows that they sometimes choose to behave as adults while other times, they behave like children, which is their main struggle, as they cannot take one standing. Ultimately, the author of each story shows the same transformation that each of their main characters undergoes.
Similarly, life is always a battle of in-betweens. People face these challenges. The choices we make are those that define where we are, who we become. Therefore, these themes show that we need to accept where we are, failure to accept will result in catastrophic events that we might regret. 

Finally, these themes although different to an extent, are similar in many ways. The thematic reasoning is based on the aspect of maturity. Every single individual craves maturity. The crave results in them making choices that need to be reconsidered since the intention behind them is wrong. 
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